Arcadian: Volumes 1-6 (762 pages!) 


For Bally Professional Arcade/Astrocade 


Description: 


This auction includes volumes 1-6 of the Arcadian Newsletter for the Bally Arcade 
Professional/Astrocade. These newsletters were owned by Richard Houser (the person who 
published The Source for the Astrocade). The newsletters have been well read, as they were used 
extensively by R.M.H. Enterprises for cataloging The Source. These are a great piece of history, 
and it 1s these very newsletters that were scanned for the Bally Alley collection. 


Tve included a little bit of information about the newsletter itself, plus a listing of every 
newsletter that you will receive. 


The "Arcadian" was edited and published by Robert Fabris in San Jose, 
California 

from November 6, 1978 until August 15, 1986 (though there are a few one or two 
page 

"pre-cursor" newsletters-- which ARE included in this auction!). 


Here is a list of publicatión dates for all the included issues of the 
"Arcadian" 


newsletter: 


First, here are the volumes that are included: 


Volume Publication Total 
Number Dates Pages 
1 Nov 6, 1978 = Oct 31, 1979 92 
2 Nov 29, 1979 - Sep 17, 1980 106 
3 Nov 6, 1980 - Oct 5, 1981 130 
4 Now 10, 1881 = Oct 7, 1982 124 
5 Nov 5, 1982 - Oct 24, 1983 182 
6 Nov 29, 1983 = Oct 31, 1984 128 


Now, here are the individual newsletter dates: 


"Arcadian" Individual Issues 


"Arcadian" Vol. 1 - Complete (11 issues) 
Issue Date Page Page 
Num. of Issue Numbers Count 

1 Nov 6, 1978 1-8 8 

2 Dec 4, 1978 9-16 8 

3 Jan 13, 1979 17-22 6 

4 Feb 19, 1979 23=30 8 

5 Mar 23, 1979 31-38 8 

6 May 4, 1979 35-46 8 

7 Jun 15, 1979 47-54 8 

8 dal 20, 1979 55-68 14 


9 Aug 18, 1979 69-76 


10 Sep 31, 1979 77-84 
11 Oct 31, 1979 85-92 
"Arcadian" Vol. 2 - Complete (10 

Lesie Date Page 
Num. of Issue Numbers 
1 Nov 29, 1979 1-8 
2 Dec 22, 1979 9-18 
3 Jan 15, 1980 19-26 
4 Feb 25, 1980 21-36 
5 Mar 24, 1980 37-46 
6 Apr 25, 1980 47-56 
7 May 19, 1980 57-66 
8 Jun 23, 1980 67-76 
9 Jul 28, 1980 77-86 
10 Sep 17, 1980 87-106 
"Arcadian" Vol. 3 - Complete (12 

Issue Date Page 
Num. of Issue Numbers 
4 Nov 6, 1980 1=10 

2 Dec 5, 1980 11-30 

3 Jan 3, 1991 31-40 

4 Feb 7, 1981 41-50 

5 Mar 7y 1981 51-60 

6 Apr 15, 1981 61-70 

7 May 8, 1981 71-80 

8 Jun 8, 1981 g1=9Q 
9 Jul 9, 1981 A+ LOG 
10 Aug 12, 1981 101-110 
11 Sep 11, 1981 111-120 
12 Oct 5, 1981 121-130 
"Arcadian" Vol. 4 - Complete (12 

Issue Date Page 
Num. of Issue Numbers 
1 Nov 10, 1981 1-12 

2 Dec 7, 1981 13-22 

3 Dec 24, 1981 23-32 

4 Jan 22, 1982 33-44 

5 Mar 5, 1982 45—54 

6 Apr 9, 1982 55-64 

7 May 7, 1982 65-74 

8 Jun 11, 1982 75-84 

9 Jul 6, 1982 85-94 
10 Aug 6, 1982 95-104 
11 Sep 6, 1982 105-114 
b2 Oct YY, 1982 115-124 


"Arcadian" Vol. 5 - Complete (12 


Issue Date Page 
Num. of Issue Numbers 


8 
8 
8 


issues) 
Page 


Count 


issues) 
Page 


Count 


issues) 


Page 
Count 
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Nov 5, 1982 1=22 
Dec 3, 1982 23-44 
Jan 14, 1983 45-54 
Feb 18, 1983 55= 74 
Mar 14, 1982 75-90 
Apr 4, 1982 91-104 
May 6, 1983 105-120 
Jan 17, 1983 121-134 
Jul 22, 1983 135-148 
Aug 16, 1983 149-162 
Sep 28, 1983 153-172 
Oct 24, 1983 173-182 
Vol. 6 - Complete (11 
Date Page 
of Issue Numbers 
Nov 29, 1983 1-10 
Dee 22, 1983 11-20 
Jan 27, 1984 21-30 
Feb 23, 1984 31-40 
Mar 30, 1984 41-50 
Apr 20, 1984 51-60 
May 25, 1984 61-68 
Jun 30, 1984 69-78 
Jul 27, 1984 79-88 
Aug 24, 1984 89-98 
Oct 31, 1984 99-128 
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ARCADIANS # Sept 1,1978 


I recently placed an ad in Kilobaud, and this is the first letter to those 
responding to that ad. We have a loosely-knit group of 35 or So (as of now) 
starting from an ad in ON_LINE just after the San Jose Computer Faire. We 
consist of owners-in-fact, owners-on-order, and possible owners-to-be.Person- 
ally, I received my unit from JS&A on Feb 28. | 

As it stands, the Bally "Arcade" or "Home Library Computer" is a powerful TV 
game with 4 hand controllers to operate the various game players and moves. 
Buried inside is a 280 chip, that, along with other components, allows the 
future expansion of capabilities. There are two connectors inside, hidden 
behind punch-out panels. A 3-pin connector is a power output, while the 50-pin 
connector gives access to the 280 chip(plus 10 more pins). A combination of 
connectors is needed to operate the various add-ons, as the cassette interface, 
needed to run a recorder for the storage and retrieval of data with the Tiny 
BASIC cartridge, needs the power connector plus one of the hand controller 
connectors for its use. The light pen is similarly attached. The Add-On 
keyboard will plug into the 50pin connector and have its own cassette inter- 
face. 

Our main problem is in not having hardware. There was a problem with the first 
units because of overheating (aiter anywnere frum 15 min to 3 hrs operation) 
and the resultant rebuilding has delayed everything else. I suppose they 
considered a second source. Currently the most optimistic schedule for the 
TBASIC is September, while JS&A is saying October (maybe hedging). The 

general Bally scheme is to build up a big inventory and ship to everyone at 
once. 

As a group we won't be able tointeract on a meaningful level until the TBASIC 
becomeg generally available, when I expect the correspondence and discussion 
to increase. I will probably go to some kind of subscription system when the 
load gets too big. Meanwhile,thanks for the support. 

In case you hadn't noticed, the TBASIC Manual is available from NCE, Box 8610, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48107, free. They sent me a few € I can supply also. (This is: 

an authorized copy.) They will carry the full line. 
The latest Wards catalog lists the Bally and the same cartridges as reported 
before. The unit's price went up to 269. with 2 controllers. ; 

I just purchased the#2002 Sea Wolf/Bombadier from Schwenk Enterprises, 6988 
Lincoln Greek Circle, Carmichael, CA 95608, with instant delivery. M 

On a more positive note, local Arcadians and I took part ina market research 
project in late August, sponsored by Bally. We, and others(owmers .& non-owner ) 
met at 7 pm and sat around a table, a dozen or So including the Bally rep,and 
discussed what we wanted to do with such a machine, its desirable features 

and accessories, etc., all on a personal basis. Of course we had ample chance 
to complain about the service(to no immediate good, but who knows after the: 
tapes get back +6 Chicago). At the end of an hour and a half, we were treated 
to a review of an operating Add-On module. In prototype. for, they haven't 
decided everything to go into it yet, or the final packaging. They stick to 
the February delivery date for this. The programmer of the Tiny BASIC, Jay 
Fenton, was there and demonstrated som e of thescapabilities of the Module. 
Page two has some words on the things we saw'and heard. | 

-Arcadians who live near large cities may be contacted by a local market research 
firm to join one of these discussion groups, as they have your addresses from 
me. Please attend if you can, you will. enjoy it, learn from it, perhaps influence. 
the final product(s), and even profit from it as there is a 25. stipend plus 
mileage for the. attendees. | 


I now have the code describing the identity of each pin in the 50=pin connector = 
and the associated data regarding routines available and the 5x7 character 
format. Access to the z-80 can now be made. 


Here's looking to some really positive news next time... Si] Se 
408-742-6048 days — E / Bob Fabris — 


3626 Morrie Dr. 


408-272-2364 home Ä 
| 0o San Jose, CA 95127 
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Sorry for the unseemly enthusiasm, but the Tiny BASIC cartridge 
is finally appearing in the stores, at the $50 price tag. It consists —ö 
4 K of the cartridge and the manual, with a fancy book-type box. Inside the, 
e, | front cover of the manual is the line for the keypad. Also oojaa 


"BALLY BASIC" with duaia notes, and you are ready. to go. Our local 
store -1) ran out of a dozen in just two days» A E 
You should receive a Copy of the “Bally "PA 1 SERVICE MANUAL" sometime” 


f this month. This is being sent to all ARCADIANS without charge as a iy 
. from Bally. 


Because of the expected upswing of correspondence and inputs for this 
paper resulting from the release of the Tiny BASIC, I plan on going to a 
more regular production. This will therefore be the last issue of a ‘free ale 
paper, and the next will be on a subscription basis 


M 

- If there is any correction necessary to the 

- address label used on this issue, please send the label back with the 
corrections marked. 


A report from Bally indicates that they have increased the supply of 
the three custom chips ( address system, I/O, and data) by adding a third 
vendor from whom to purchase ka se 


The Add-On unit is to be demonstrated at the January electronics show i 
at Las Vegas, and production to start after the show. 


The Sept/Oct issue of Creative Computing has a very interesting. 
article on the base unit and:the Tiny BASIC cartridge. It also inguger 
a few choice words about availability of the product. a $ 


Bally is producing three models of the base unit, the only H ibe < 
difference being the label on the clear plastic cover. These models: ares. 


BA-1000-2 Montgomery Ward: ja "ARGADE" E 
PBA-=1100 available at retail outlets ki ST GR 
PBA-1200 . JS&A unit "HOME LIBRARY COMPUTER! sr 


Over 10,000 of the -1100 have been-manufactured. 


ARCADIANS i > a ms 4 AR vi i a ul f ; 
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3626 Morrie Dr. EN y aa A oe ( 
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| | 94550HUS0635L OCT 2 
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Some discussion about the Tiny BASIC and the cassette interface: 


Included below is the erratta sheet that came with the TB manual. I don't under- 
stand the reference for pages 107-110, as mine worked ok. 

There are more commands in the TBASIC than the manual tells you about. For example, 
the period . is equivalent to REMark; that is, the entry will list, but will not 
affect the running of a program. There is also supposed to be an /ABS/ command, 

to give you the absolute value of a number... Anything discovered by subscribers 
is solicited. 


The symbol GO+10 on p. 122 is not too clear. In writing a program with line numbers 
10 digits apart (10,20,30,etc.), enter a line by using WORDS GO and the machine 
will <automatically give you the next line number, saving you the step of entering 
TE 

Use subroutines and GOTO to save memory space 

The length of a string is apparently dependent upon program size. ; 
It appears that changing instructions after loading a string will destroy all or 
parts of the string. 

NT (note time) can be used to control the speed of the computer at any time - not 
just for music. Setting NT = 0 will speed up the operation the most, and will shut 
off the tones. A negative NT will slow the whole operation drastically, and give 
you really sustained notes, in seconds of time. | 

The cassette interface may be somewhat touchy. By the way, with a few connector 
changes you can use a reel mechanism just as well. None of the instructions tell 
you that it is the recorder's volume control that must be adjusted to get the 
signals back and forth. There is an LED in the interface, and the control should 
just make the LED light uniformly, just above its blinking state. If you have 
material on tape and want to get it into the computer, give it the loading command 
and adjust the recorder's volume control until the data showing up on the screen 
is legible (all the WHAT? BALLY BASIC terms are gone), then rewind the tape at 
start again,"for real". You may have a problem where someone else has recorded the 
tape, on another machine. Tape head azimuth must be matched. I would recommend 
sending a listing along with a tape when we get to swapping programs that way, so 
the recipient can enter by hand any commands that get garbled. es 


BALLY BASIC PROGRAMMED Another outlet for the base unit and 


ENDUM probably the TBASIC is J.TAYLOR, 
INSTRUCTION COURSE ADD 611 North 2 St. CABOT, AR 72023, who 

; mails items postpaid. Contact him for 
Please make these changes and addi- prices and details. 
tions to your Bally BASIC programmed 


instruction course. The latest Newman Computer Exchange 


MG 7 (NCE) catalog, received 10/10 has an — 
11 Do not spell out computer words (B-0-X or S-T-E-P). extremely interesting description and 
metio opina ae _ explanation on the TBASIC. A copy is 
3 metal 20FOR A=1 TON included herein, through the courtesy 
- GOFOR B=1 T0@(A) of Johnny Johnson of NCE. Their address - 
x hee epa bats e is Box 8610, Ann Arbor, MI 48107. | 
s kambrid a et This is the type of material I want to 7 
99 Add this ine 190 GOTO 10 include in this newsletter for use by 
102 Add these lines 280 H=H+1 our subscribers. E 
290 GOTO 30 


301 PRINT ‘‘ROCK’’; RETURN 


i le : ere, + A = VA A Ay i to > 


303 PRINT ‘‘PAPER’’; RETURN 
106 Use program on page 60 > 
107-110 Do not use music / j even ug 


Addendum to First Edition, April 1978 
©Bally Manufacturing Corp. 1978 All rights reserved. 


m 


FORM NO. 0620-00304-0100 = 


ARCADIANS 


LA USER GROUP FOR OWNERS OF THE BALLY HOME COMPUTER 


V The potential for Bally's computer system seems large, and a 


user group was started in early 1978. As it turned out, we 
were somewhat premature because the deliveries of the Bally 


\ base unit were minimal to non-existant during most of the year. 


A The Tiny BASIC portion did not start to appear until October. 


The organization of the group was informal as there was little 
point in formality when there was very little to talk about. 


< However, now with the Tiny BASIC in distribution, people will 
~ be experimenting and learning new things, things not covered 


by the Bally documentation, and it-seems apropos to have some 
sort of newsletter or journal to identify and disseminate the 
information that is developed by owners. 


I am therefore soliciting subscriptions to the ARCADIANS on a 
yearly basis, November to October, at a $5. rate. Payment at 
any time will result in receipt of all issues for the full year, 
as hopefully the material included will have continuing worth. 


At first, issues will be produced on an "as-needed" basis with 

a bi-monthly minimum, expanding to monthly as required, possibly 
at the same time the keyboard option becomes available. A large 
majority of the material will be subscriber-developed, I'm not 

a computer expert and am learning as much or more than you are. 

The first issue will start up with a number of subscriber questions 
that have been received the last year. If there are any that you 
have,- please send them along and they - Will eventually "be answered. 


-Inputs of all kinds are requested. We need programs, methods of — 


interfacing to other gear, methods’ of getting around the limi-. 
tations of the Tiny BASIC language, all the kinds of things that 
Shack and PET user groups and commercial outfits are deyeloping. . 
If you have a program to share, please: send. a copy-able version 
so wẹ can just es ite 


NAME | TEL (optional) 


CURRENT BASE UNIT - PURCHASED FROM 


SEEN 


SERIAL NUMBER, 00 MODEL NUMBER 
408 - 742-6048 days =. Robert Fabris 
408 - 272-2364 after 6 3626 Morrie’ Dia, 28, 


oan Jose, CA 95127 
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ROBERT FADRIS — 
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